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Does Higher Education Attainment Break up Urban-Rural
Income Inequality from the Perspective of Life Course: An Analysis
based on CHNS Tracking Survey Data

ZHAO Hongxia'*, WANG Yingxiang'
(1. College of Education, Shihezi University, Shihezi 832003, China; 2. College of Education, JiMei University, Xiamen 361021, China)

Abstract ; From the perspective of life course theory, the effects of higher education access and urban
and rural type on the income inequality with age were explored by using 10 longitudinal tracking data from
the China Health and Nutrition Survey ( CHNS) from 1989 to 2015 and a growth curve model, which
innovatively presents the distribution of income inequality in different stages of individual life course from a
longitudinal perspective. The results show that: in the life course, the acquisition of higher education and
the type of urban and rural areas affect individuals’ initial income have a significant cumulative effect on
income inequality with age; the acquisition of higher education breaks the restriction of rural income by
urban and rural types, and the income inequality between urban and rural groups with higher education
almost disappears during the life course. It is suggested to increase the supply of high-quality non-agricultural
jobs and to intervene at the source to prevent the continuous accumulation of income inequality caused by
the gap in early employment opportunities ; the attention should be paid to the longterm impact of higher ed-
ucation on rural individual income, to achieve education balance, to provide high—quality education
resources for rural students, and to realize equal opportunities for higher education entrance.

Key words: higher education attainment; life course; income inequality; urban—rural differences;

growth curve model
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